DAISY RACING

Racecourse Visit & Review
RACECOURSE :

ASCOT
Date of Visit :

29th April 2009
Admission Price :
£10 General Admission / £15 Premier 
Time of 1st Race :
2.10
Going :


Good
Location and ease of getting there?


Ascot’s first flat meeting of the season happily co-insides with my 40th birthday plans so a group of us made a day of it. 

Easy to get to on the train with a short 5 min walk to the course on a direct path from the station. We met in the Jags Bar which is opposite the railway station until most of us were ready to decamp to the course. 

Comment on Enclosures and Facilities
Since refurbishment a few years ago the course now has one main grandstand entrance, the choice of tickets giving you access to the higher levels and better views. However you are just as well provided for downstairs with a number of bars and outlets giving you quick service and Tote / Ladbrokes inside as well as the twenty or so bookies pitches outside on the lawn.
Easy to gain access to the course, a few chaps in bowler hats to check your badges but after than free to roam. Was not as busy as I remember past meetings being, perhaps the credit crunch has taken away a few of the corporate “parties”, but this allowed for plenty of room and there was still a lot for us all to see (if you know what I mean). 
Comment on the racing itself

6 race card got underway with a 5f conditions race. A small field and an odds on favourite made betting difficult for our party made up mostly of newcomers who were unlikely to shell out a few hundred on the jolly – who obliged without too much fuss. 
The feature race on the card was the Group 3 Sagaro Stakes run over 2 miles. Again this brought us an odds on favourite from Michael Stoute’s yard who romped home and should be coming back for the Gold Cup at the Royal Meeting in June.

We finished with a straight mile handicap and by far the biggest field of the day. I had already highlighted the chances of the Al Maktoum runner TALAYEB who was backed EW on the course and slammed into the Betfair Place market. [Ran well enough to take 3rd at 14/1 which sorted out the beer money for the evening].
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