DAISY RACING

Racecourse Visit and Review
RACECOURSE:

BRIGHTON
Date of Visit:

2nd September 2009
Admission Price:
£13 General Admission / £18 Premier 
Time of 1st Race:
2.30
Going:


Good
Location and ease of getting there?


Brighton is about a 70min train journey door to door. 

£21 return and only 40 min from Clapham Junction
[fast service, only one stop at East Croydon]
From Brighton Station it’s a short taxi ride across costing £
I’m also aware that there is a free bus service close to the station but personally I’m happy to jump in a cab and get into the course.

Comment on Enclosures and Facilities
Brighton Racecourse has two types of ticket, those for the Grandstand and Paddock Enclosure and those for the Premier Enclosure. The Grandstand and Paddock Enclosure gives you access to grandstand seating, the Parade Ring, the Long Bar, Tote Betting facilities, trackside bookmakers, a picnic area and a wide range of food units. A Premier Enclosure ticket gives you access to all of the above, plus the Premier Bar , Silks Restaurant and the Parade Ring Lawn.
Comment on the racing itself

Unfortunately only 43 runners were declared for this 6 race card which gave us only 1 event (the apprentice race finale) with more than 8 runners for decent EW Betting. Thankfully the lack of runners did not make for a lack of competition.  

Racing started with a maiden event over extended 6f, there was a lot of good vibes in the parade and betting for Roger Charlton’s Walcot Square but we’d had a “tip” for the Gosden charge “KONA COAST” who duly obliged at 3/1 under a confident Jimmy Fortune ride. 1 Down, 5 to go and we’ve already covered the travelling and admission costs ! 
2nd race did not go to plan and saw the end of our brief flirtation with the days place-pot too. DRIVEN finishing 3rd and never looked like troubling the winner CHOREOGRAPHY.
So back to the bar for a refill and a rethink. 

Race 3. The seller was a race to skip, had a cheeky little bet on the 25/1 shot ridden by Kirsty M, and with a furlong to go all looked good racing all along on the far side, but got collared in the final furlong to finish 4th. Still no damage done really.
Next up our NAP was running so we had to be back in the Black surely … nope. ARCOLA was well fancied by us and on course but could only make 3rd to the Hannon Fav CASTER SUGAR. The afternoon started turning colder for us, we needed another winner and just 2 races to go.
5th race and just the 4 runners. Made difficult with joint favs at 6/4 in Fong’s Alibi & Buddhist Monk, fortunately we plumped for the latter which was an inspired move as Eddie Ahern had this race sewn up early and cantered to an easy 8L win. 
6th race, a handicap for apprentices brings our visit to Brighton to a close. And we are honoured with more than 8 runners for once. We went for a pair of 10/1 shots in HYPNOTIC / PRINCE VALENTINE against the field, but it was favourite backers who went home happy as the 7/2F Golden Prospect proved best of all, being one of our selections by ½ L. 
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